
COVID Vaccination Program – Update 2 
 
At least 17 more countries started their vaccinations, but Portugal’s upward gear change now places it on a 
par with central Europe, just 2 months after seeing some of the highest death tolls in the world, per capita. 
Almost 1.642 million vaccinations completed. Despite being excluded from Phase 1, due to the paucity of 
vaccines1, the DGS has confirmed that all previously infected personnel will be vaccinated when the balance 
of risk of re-infection Vs vaccine availability puts them at the front of the queue. More widely, the European 
Commission is gathering members of around 25 countries with representatives from over 300 industries in a 
matchmaking exercise, in order to accelerate the production of vaccines in Europe and improve the 
associated logistics.  STOP Press: 1.25M Janssen vaccines are expected towards the end of Apr. 
 
The success of vaccinating over 44,000 Education Sector personnel and 18,000 other “utentes” in one day 
(Sat 27 Mar), after only a week and a half’s organization, was testament to great flexibility and organization.  
The Task Force and Health Ministry has estimated that 2,500 more nurses, 400 medics & 2,300 auxiliary staff 
will be needed for Phase 2 of the vaccination program. “There will be no shortfall and staff will be 
permanently allocated to the overall vaccination campaign.” Staff will come from both within and outside 
the SNS, being drafted in to meet the demands of the rollout rhythm.  However, the Task Force have several 
different solutions to reach 100K vaccinations per day – a figure the PM has publicly promised to deliver - 
they are optimistic and remain extremely proactive. Meanwhile the SNS continue their advertising campaign 
to encourage good behaviors, with simple reminders over mask wearing, hand washing and social distancing 
as well as some powerful imagery and short patient-seriously-ill-in-hospital-bed videos to try and ram the 
message home: Stay at home if you can and don’t let your guard down and let the virus in. 
 
The Task Force also announced last week that the vaccination of teachers, researchers and the rest of the 
civil servants within the sphere of higher education was also being considered alongside those personnel 
from créches, primary and secondary education.  Such a change would mean vaccinating about 280,000 
additional teachers and employees, leaving aside those who work in universities and Polytechnic institutions. 
This latter (potential) exclusion has been criticized given that it typically involves 20 to 30 year-olds who 
currently have the highest incidences of COVID-19.  
 
In terms of assisting the tracking and tracing of the virus, Portugal is going to receive a million rapid test kits 
within the next couple of weeks. 
 
Statistics Overview (Tue to Tue): 
 

Criteria This Week Last Week Comment 

Doses Administered 250,395 187, 038 + 63,357, 33.9% more 

Daily Average doses 35,770 26,720 33.9% increase in daily rate 

% Population with First Dose 11.47% 8.96% Data taken from “Our World in 
Data”. % Population fully vaccinated 4.63% 4.46% 

Doses given per 100 persons 15.87 13.25 Ahead of GER & FRA, behind ITA & 
ESP 

World ranking for above 24/141 29/124 Very positive trend upwards 
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1 Only Iceland and Portugal currently do not include those recovered from Coronavirus in their vaccination programs. 


