
COVID Vaccination Program – Update 3 
 

 
A quieter Easter week with fewer data or ground-breaking headlines being released from the 
Vaccination Task Force or the SNS. The latter continues to publicise that the plans are on track and 
that we should wait to be called for our turn. Logistically, the planned establishment of 150 Centros 
de Vacinação Covid-19 (CVC) should all be functioning during Qtr 2 and will be collocated, for easy 
access, with existing municipal or regional health centers. The Task Force Coordinator has stated 
that it would be possible to vaccinate with at least 1 dose, all those elderly in care homes and the 
over 50s with serious pre-existing medical conditions, before 11 Apr, thus confirming the expected 
date (revised) of the end of Phase 1 of the rollout programme. The objective here is to save lives 
amongst those most at risk, BUT the real challenge now is contacting all those people in this group.  
 
Transmissibility Index – Rt.  Although there have been very few deaths in the region overall and in 
the last 2 weeks, the Rt value in the Algarve has crept up to 1.19 over this period, with Portimão as 
a hot-spot. The national value of Rt sits at 0.98 and threatens to impact some of the deconfinement 
plans if bad behaviours that we are already seeing in cafés on their terraces, leads to increased virus 
transmission. Please maintain your guard; we do not yet have enough of the population vaccinated 
to take any risks at this stage.  For the 10 parishes within the municipality of Lisbon whose Rt-value 
is also over 1 (more than 120 COVID cases per 100K inhabitants) there is a free testing service, 
available every 15 days, from participating pharmacies. 
 
Unaffected by the potential crisis in India, who supplies the world’s developing countries with the 
AstraZeneca vaccine, Portugal has already acquired 6.5 million AstraZeneca doses and 29.3 million 
doses of other vaccines. 
 
Current statistics for doses given per 100 persons now puts Portugal on a par with Italy, ahead of 
France and Germany and just behind Spain. Our World Ranking for delivering the first dose now 
sits at a very impressive 14/153. 
 
 
Statistics Overview (Tue to Tue): 
 

Criteria This Week Last Week Comment 

Government Risk Matrix Green Green …but trending the wrong way 
towards yellow 

Doses Administered 257,742 250,395 Only a small increase over this last 
Easter week Daily Average doses 36,820 35,770 

% Population with First Dose 13.31% 11.47% Data taken from “Our World in 
Data”. % Population fully vaccinated 5.71% 4.63% 

Doses given per 100 persons 19.03 15.87 20% increase from last week 

World ranking for First dose 14/153 24/141 Very positive trend upwards 

 
 
Mark Fieldsend 
Volunteer, Safe Communities Portugal 
6 Apr 21 


